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this Congress remembers not only the anni-
versary, but also the promise and commitment 
made to families and children. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important resolution 
and to continue to vote in favor of funding our 
federal responsibility to special education in 
order to move us forward in our goal to pro-
vide an equal, quality education for all stu-
dents. 

f 

ONE FOR DEBUTANT 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 80th anniversary of The Pals, an or-
ganization in San Antonio, Texas that has 
been helping young black women enter adult-
hood with more ease and grace through their 
annual Debutante Ball. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1925, four young ladies 
were meeting weekly for a social game of 
bridge. One of the women, Vivian Lowery Vin-
cent suggested that they start The Pals. The 
name derived from the phrase ‘‘pleasant atti-
tude toward life.’’ Others soon joined the 
group, and by 1927, these women envisioned 
a dream to present young, African American 
girls approaching adulthood to society. This 
dream became reality when The Pals hosted 
the first Debutante Ball in 1928. 

The Club members believed that the social 
life of young Black women in San Antonio 
would be more secure by having, in their 
background, the interest of older, caring, dy-
namic women. They also knew that, in the 
goal for the perpetuity of African Americans, 
there was an urgency to preserve ‘‘gentility’’ 
within the race. Subsequently, The Pals se-
lected and sponsored debutantes to develop 
and promote social and civic awareness, cul-
tural dignity, pride and sense of self. 

In 1979, The Pals were honored by the 
United Negro College Fund, Inc and presented 
the Fred D. Patterson Award and in 1992, the 
National Council of Negro Women, Inc hon-
ored The Pals for the organization’s out-
standing leadership toward the growth and de-
velopment of the Minority Community of San 
Antonio. Each year accolades are received 
from parents, citizens and debutantes. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor The Pals 
for helping young women in our community. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF LONALD LOTT 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor chief Lonald Lott of Turlock, CA upon 
his retirement for his dedicated service to his 
community. Turlock Police Services will hold 
an event to honor Chief Lott on December 
15th, 2005. 

After serving in the United States Coast 
Guard, Lonald Lott entered law enforcement in 
1973 as a reserve police officer for the City of 
Hayward. A year later, he moved to the Cen-
tral Valley after having accepted a position as 
a police officer for the City of Modesto. In 

1980, Officer Lott traveled slightly south to the 
City of Turlock to serve as a police officer. 
Having demonstrated tremendous leadership, 
Officer Lott was appointed to the position of 
Chief of Police in February of 1997. 

Chief Lonald Lott holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Organizational Behavior, a 
Master of Arts degree in Criminal Justice, and 
is a graduate of the FBI National Academy. 
Chief Lott has held leadership positions in nu-
merous law enforcement organizations, includ-
ing the California Police Chiefs Association, 
Stanislaus County Association of Law Enforce-
ment Executives and has served as a member 
of the Stanislaus County Peace Officers Asso-
ciation, the California Peace Officers Associa-
tion and the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police. 

Chief Lott also serves as a part-time faculty 
member at California State University- 
Stanislaus where he teaches courses in Crimi-
nal Justice, Management, and Leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Chief Lonald 
Lott of Turlock, CA for his years of dedicated 
service. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Chief Lott for his tireless efforts and 
in wishing him many years of continued suc-
cess. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. MEL KING 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the patriotism and heroism of 
Mr. Mel King. 

Mr. King served with distinction in the Army 
Air Corp during the harrowing days of the Sec-
ond World War. As a B–17 crew member in 
the 815th Squadron of the 483 Bombardment 
Group, Mr. King and his fellow crew members 
played an integral role in the Allied defeat of 
Nazi Germany. 

The crew of the Good Deal formed in No-
vember 1943 with Mr. Melbourne King of 
Crook, CO as one of the thirteen member 
crew, which included Paul E. Ray, Warren O. 
Griffin, Carl B. Hardy, Gerald Kramer, Foster 
F. Knight, James I. Korshak, Walter J. 
Gladieux, August O. Bresciz, Theodore 
Engelun, Fred A. Clark, Jr., Robert J. Dalzin, 
and John M. Spear. 

On April 12, 1944 Mr. King and the crew of 
the Good Deal participated in their first mis-
sion to Split, Yugoslavia. In the following 
months, the crew of the Good Deal saw action 
over Toulon, Milan, Weiner Neustadt, Vienna, 
Budapest, Blechhammer, Ploesti, and 
Memmingen. 

Despite the fact that fourteen of twenty-six 
American B–17s were lost over the German 
town of Memmingen on July 18, 1944, Mr. 
King and his crewmates successfully downed 
seven German fighters. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of Mr. King’s distin-
guished service and humbled by his coura-
geous patriotism. The sacrifices he and the 
men of the Good Deal made to ensure the lib-
erty and freedom of future generations will 
never be forgotten. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Mr. Melbourne D. Ring 
and the crew of the Good Deal. 

COMMEMORATING THE JAVITS- 
WAGNER O’DAY PROGRAM 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
commemorate the Javits- Wagner 0’Day pro-
gram (JWOD) on the service they provide to 
thousands of individuals. 

The JWOD program is the single largest 
source of employment for individuals who are 
blind or have severe disabilities. This program 
employs more than 45,000 people. The JWOD 
program trains persons with disabilities to ac-
quire job skills that will be resourceful in their 
everyday lives. With these skills and training, 
a participant in this program can receive 
wages and benefits thereby gaining a greater 
independence and quality of life. 

In my district in Georgia, there is a JWOD 
program named Happy Hour that exemplifies 
the good work that this organization is built 
upon. Happy Hour employs 170 disabled indi-
viduals and gives them an opportunity to con-
tribute to their communities. Executive Director 
Steve Smith leads an office of 90–100 hard 
working staffers along with many volunteers 
who are all dedicated to ensuring each person 
reaches a common goal. 

Happy Hour has a working relationship with 
Robins Air Force Base. Through this relation-
ship Happy Hour participants are able to help 
the government and save tax payers money. 
A few of the projects that help Robins Air 
Force Base is Robin’s Recycling, respiratory 
cleaning and repair, tool de numbering, and 
air craft hardware sorting. Though they may 
seem minor, without Happy Hour, workers 
who do these tasks at Robins AFB would 
have a much harder time operating. 
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FURTHER CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON H.R. 3010, DEPARTMENTS OF 
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education Appro-
priations bill is a very flawed bill which would 
badly underfund health care, education, and 
social services critical to all Americans. Al-
though I was unable to vote in favor of the bill, 
I do want to call attention to one bright spot. 

For the first time, the Congress has pro-
vided dedicated funding to educate women, 
their families, and their physicians about the 
risk factors and early warning signs of 
gynecologic cancer. Each year, tens of thou-
sands of women die of gynecologic cancers 
that could have been treated had they been 
detected earlier. Ovarian cancer, the deadliest 
of the gynecologic cancers, has a survival rate 
of 80 to 90 percent if detected in Stage One 
or Stage Two and a survival rate of 20 percent 
or less in the late stages. 

Although only cervical cancer has a screen-
ing test reliable enough for routine use on 
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women without symptoms, gynecologic can-
cers have clear risk factors and early warning 
signs. A recent study found that almost 90 
percent of women with early stage ovarian 
cancer had symptoms before being diag-
nosed. That’s why public education is key—if 
women and their doctors know the risk factors 
and early signs, a specialist can use diag-
nostic tools to rule out cancer or detect it in 
the early stages. 

I first became aware of the tremendous op-
portunity for the federal government to save 
lives when I heard the story of one of my con-
stituents. Johanna Silver Gordon was a 
health-conscious public school teacher who 
died of ovarian cancer after being diagnosed 
in a later stage—leaving friends, family, and 
students heartbroken that they and she had 
not known the early warning signs. Unfortu-
nately, her story is all too common. I first 
heard Johanna’s story from her sister, Sheryl, 
and I introduced legislation to create 
Johanna’s Law, a national public education 
campaign to eradicate gynecologic cancer 
death. Thanks to Sheryl’s work and that of 
thousands of other tireless cancer survivors, 
family members, and physicians, Johanna’s 
Law has the support of a majority of the 
House of Representatives and provided the in-
spiration for the language in this bill. 

The language in this bill directs the Sec-
retary of HHS and the Office of Women’s 
Health to coordinate their education and out-
reach efforts on gynecologic cancers into a 
national public education campaign, focused 
on early detection. The bill provides $100,000 
in dedicated resources, in addition to the re-
sources HHS already has for cancer edu-
cation. It is a small but important first step to-
ward ensuring that what happened to Johanna 
does not happen to other women. I commend 
the conferees for its inclusion, and hope we 
can work in a bipartisan fashion to build upon 
this effort. 

I also want to commend my colleagues, 
DARRELL ISSA, ROSA DELAURO, and KAY 
GRANGER, who have worked tirelessly with me 
to promote Johanna’s Law and raise aware-
ness of gynecologic cancers. I hope we can 
continue to work together to build on this start. 

f 

URGING OBSERVANCE OF AMER-
ICAN JEWISH HISTORY MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I am here today to urge President Bush to 
issue a proclamation for the observance of an 
American Jewish history month. I further urge 
all Americans to share in this commemoration 
to have a greater appreciation for the role the 
Jewish American community has had in help-
ing to defend and further the liberties and free-
dom of all Americans. 

In 1654, Jewish refugees from Brazil arrived 
on North American shores and formally estab-
lished North America’s first Jewish community 
in New Amsterdam, now New York City. 
America welcomed Jews among the millions 
of immigrants that streamed through our Na-
tion’s gates. The waves of Jewish immigrants 
arriving in America helped shape our great 
Nation. 

Jewish immigration to America throughout 
the last 350 years brought with it legions of 
notable researchers, lawyers, statesmen, in-
ventors, entertainers, artists, scientists, au-
thors, musicians, doctors, ethicists, entre-
preneurs and spiritual leaders—men and 
women who substantially transformed this na-
tion and its urban communities. 

In this month of observance of American 
Jewish history, I think it is also important that 
we also focus on our country’s relationship 
with Israel. Israel has been one of our strong-
est and most committed allies since its con-
ception in 1948. For 50 years, the United 
States and Israel have worked closely to pur-
sue peace in the Middle East. I strongly be-
lieve that the dream of peace and stability in 
the Middle East can become a reality within 
our lifetime. 

I ask my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion and urge President Bush to issue a proc-
lamation for the observance of an American 
Jewish history month. A proclamation by the 
President will honor the contributions of Amer-
ican Jews throughout our nation’s history, but 
also reiterate the continued importance of our 
taking an active role in the peace process in 
the Middle East. We have both an obligation 
and a vested interest in supporting Israel in its 
road to secure itself in peaceful, stable, and 
democratic region. I will leave you with a 
quote from one of the most famous Jewish 
American immigrants, Albert Einstein. He said 
‘‘He who cherishes the values of culture can-
not fail to be a pacifist.’’ Let’s urge the Presi-
dent to reaffirm the value of the Jewish Amer-
ican Culture to the United States, and in doing 
so take one small step towards peace in the 
region. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. GEORGE 
KAITSA 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. George Kaitsa for his dedication to 
public service as he prepares to return to pri-
vate life. 

Mr. Kaitsa has a record of dedicated public 
service as a Member of Council and leader for 
Powell, Ohio. I am certain that his foresight 
and commitment to building a brighter future 
for the citizens of Powell will continue to in-
spire others. Providing Powell with the best 
representation and leadership possible has al-
ways been George’s goal, and his service in 
office and commitment to his constituents over 
the years ensures his legacy will continue to 
be felt far into the future. 

Thank you, George, for your service. Please 
allow me to join your friends and family in 
wishing you good health and prosperity. 

f 

WOOD CHIP CO-GENERATION SYS-
TEM TO HEAT AND POWER 
VERMONT HOSPITAL 

HON. BERNARD SANDERS 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2005 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to 
share with you some information regarding a 

bold new system that will help a small hospital 
in my state save hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually in energy costs, while dra-
matically reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and other environmental pollutants. 

North Country Hospital in Newport, 
Vermont, has instituted an ingenious heating 
and electricity co-generation system that uti-
lizes biomass wood chips instead of traditional 
heating oil as its fuel source. It is believed to 
be the first use of such technology in any hos-
pital in the country. At today’s energy prices, 
this new biomass gasification system could 
save the hospital as much as $328,000 annu-
ally in energy costs. 

In addition to providing heat for the hospital 
complex, the process heats water from the 
chips into steam, which not only provides a 
supplemental source of electricity, but will 
produce the hospital’s hot water and also help 
operate other critical equipment within the 
hospital, such as sterilization equipment, dish-
washers and clothes dryers. 

Energy cost savings realized by this envi-
ronmentally sound energy choice will save the 
hospital, and hence its patients, substantial 
money that can be better directed toward crit-
ical healthcare services. This system provides 
an innovative example to hospitals and other 
public buildings in Vermont, across the coun-
try, and throughout the world. 

Already, business people, government offi-
cials and hospital administrators from other re-
gions are touring the new facility with an eye 
toward implementing such a system them-
selves. A company in Spain is designing a 
system based on North Country’s model, with 
the exception that it will actually burn tomato 
vines instead of wood chips as its energy 
source. Surely, a system so versatile has tre-
mendous potential to be effectively used far 
and wide. 

Wood chips are a renewable source of en-
ergy, which recycles carbon that already exists 
in the natural carbon cycle; meaning no new 
carbon dioxide is added to the atmosphere 
from this biomass energy source. Wood chips 
are supplied from within Vermont; hence 
money spent on wood chips stays in the local 
economy and supports jobs in the area’s for-
est products industry. For buildings 50,000 sq. 
ft. and larger, fuel cost savings likely more 
than offset capital financing costs and addi-
tional maintenance staff time requirements; 
hence, in many cases, a system can pay for 
itself in 5 to 10 years. 

I enthusiastically commend the Board of 
Trustees at North Country Hospital and their 
innovative staff, especially Larry Labor, Steve 
Wolff and Terry Robbins, for taking energy 
matters into their own hands and raising the 
bar for how local leadership can have national 
and international significance and positive im-
pact. Each of them deserves high praise for 
their efforts. They have given us a sterling ex-
ample of how American hospitals can save 
substantial money on energy costs, help im-
prove environmental conditions related to heat 
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